
BI-MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER 

 
We are up and running – 

A grocery store with a difference! 
 

 
VISION OF THE BIG PICTURE  
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Greetings and welcome to our first newsletter, kindly created and edited by Lynette Ivimey. 
 
Hornsby Connect has now been operating since the 2nd November 2016.  Since that time 
we have seen our growth expand from 9 to 235 people.   We started in one of the Hornsby 
Council Halls and have recently relocated successfully to the Community Centre in Muriel 
Street Hornsby.   
 
Hornsby Connect is has become a well established charity in our local area of Hornsby 
providing not only subsidised food to those who are struggling to buy affordable food but 
also a coffee shop offering a warm and understanding meeting place to those people who 
have a limited supportive interface from others in their lives. 
 
Hornsby Connect has forged some wonderful relationships in the community, Catholic Care, 
The Rotary Clubs of Wahroonga and St Ives, Magpies Club of Waitara, Lions Club of 
Hornsby, Lions Club of Berowra and Pennant Hills Auto amongst growing support from 
other new local businesses.  
 
Catholic Care and The Rotary Club of Wahroonga have supplied seed funding for both new 
refrigeration and food cabinets, which has made a significant difference in the way we can 
offer food.  We will be in the near future also offering Frozen Foods.  We are committed to 
increasing our food offerings. 
 
We are currently negotiating with Westfield Hornsby and Hornsby Council a more flexible 
way of using the Community Centre.  We have also retained a new food suppler in PFD 
Foods on top of our other suppliers, Foodbank and OzHarvest. 
 
Further discussions are being held with both Hornsby Council and Westfield to increase our 
trading days and storage requirements.  This will allow us to streamline our services to the 
community that we serve.  Hopefully this will be in place in the first Quarter of 2018. 
 
Lastly, Hornsby Connect could not function without the support of volunteers, we have a 
stable and consistent group of volunteers that roll up each week to help set up and operate 
Hornsby Connect ...........Thank you to all those people that provide their services. 
 

Steve Hopwood 



 
MESSAGE  
 
Thank you for taking the time to 

log on to our website and read 

our very first bi-monthly 

newsletter.  

 

 

In Australia, we throw away an unbelievable amount of perfectly edible food every day. At the 

same time, a growing number of Australians find themselves struggling to make ends meet – 

two million Australians find themselves unable to afford enough food to feed themselves or 

their families. The reasons behind this are complicated, but the bottom line isn’t – in short: we 

throw good food away while people go hungry. That doesn’t make sense. 

 

Together, here at Hornsby Connect, we will work to create a stronger community. Every 

Wednesday, we give of ourselves, as we believe that “sharing really is caring” driven by 

our Hornsby Connect family of volunteers. Volunteering is a rich and rewarding experience. As 

a volunteer, you’ll benefit from: 

 

ü The satisfaction of helping others 
ü Sharing your skills  
ü The sense of community and friendship 
 

Trivia Time:  Did you know that more than 6 million Australians’ make a difference by 

volunteering each year?  

 
 

CURRENT EDITORIAL  
 
Are there really hungry people in Australia?  Yes there are.  Hunger is a hidden crisis in 
Australia, with over 2 million people seeking food relief at some point every year, half of 
which are children.  In fact, the demand for food relief is rising, irrespective of national 
economic growth. 

It is also a common misconception that only homeless people require food relief.  However, 
the main recipients of food relief are individuals and families who have generally low incomes 
or are unemployed, not just those who are homeless.  The face of hunger in Australia is 
diverse – it affects males, females, children, the elderly, single people and families, students, 
employed, unemployed and retired people.  High-risk groups include people with disabilities, 
refugees and Indigenous Australians. Some of the common reasons why people find 
themselves seeking food relief include a lack of funds to pay rent and bills, and unexpected 
expenses such as car repairs or medical bills.   

https://www.foodbank.org.au/hunger-in-austral ia/the-facts 



 
 

BRANCHING OUT: 
 

Small committees are being developed as we grow. 
Find out which volunteer roles need additional 

support and that may interest you.   
 
NEW ORDERING COMMITTEE to assist Brian Engart with the ordering from 
FOODBANK each week. On that Committee are: Janine, Ann, and Lynette.  
 

   

Volunteers needed to go on the following rosters. 

  

A KITCHEN TEAM  
 

Wanted to Help Cathy & Ruth who work tirelessly in the kitchen. Hands Up to go on a 

monthly or bi monthly team roster to cook a simple meal and bring on Wednesday for our 

clients.  

 

We are playing with the idea of a Weekly Special promotion to help move slow items on our 

shelves. I am happy for the new volunteers helping on the Kitchen Team to take this on 

board.  

 
 
A SOCIAL COMMITTEE  
 

WATCH FOR THIS SPACE 

Who would like to get involved in organising Hornsby Connects FUN DAYS?  What to bring 
along to the committee?  Influx of new ideas & enthusiasm  
 
First Idea On Short Notice: Since, Waitara Magpies are sponsors of Hornsby Connect, each 

Sunday afternoon between 2 pm and 5 pm, the club offers FREE JAZZ BAND for 

entertainment. This might be a good start for us social butterflies.  I can’t wait to hear from 

you! 

 

 

FOODBANK COLLECTORS  
 

URGENTLY REQUIRED: We need a roster for pick up of deliveries from Foodbank, which 

is a colossal task each week. We must be mindful that each volunteer is not always available, 

for we have lives outside Hornsby Connect. Therefore, “sharing the giving” is the 

optimum solution for smooth operation.  



                             

     A BIG THANK YOU  
         DONATIONS 
 

 
 
A BIG THANK YOU to Ian Creak 
at PENNANT HILLS AUTO 
MOTOR who has generously gifted 
an old post office van to our charity.  
 
The van needs a house to park itself.  
I have offered my place for the 
coming months. However, options 
will be required to be considered. 
Help is needed! 

             
http://www.phauto.com.au/ 

 

EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS is a charity. Established in  

July 2014, collecting, packing and redistributing unwanted hotel 

toiletries, inflight amenity kits, cosmetic and make-up samples to 

those in need including the homeless, asylum seekers and victims 

of domestic violence and Community groups.  ELBH kindly 

donated boxes of “care packs” for our families in need. These packs will 

be put too good use over the coming months.  
https://www.elbh.org.au/ 

 
 

HORNSBY MEN’S SHED 
 

Our sincere thanks to the members of the Hornsby Men’s 

Shed for their support and help. Our President, Steve 

Hopwood takes receipt of 10 food pantries from Ian Raper.  

 

The Shed last year distributed more than 300 toys to 

charities and has done so for many years.  As well as toys, 

Shed members have been involved in the construction of 

specialised furniture and equipment for hospitals, 

rehabilitation facilities and other local and regional 

organisations. 



 

 
Our work is crucial in helping marginalised families and vulnerable people in our 

community. 

 

Remember – All  ideas are welcome! 

Remember – Volunteering is to be fun! 

Remember – A Hand Up For People In Need! 

 

We would have little to be excited about without you. 
 

REMEMBER, “Together We Are Strong” 
    

Keeping in touch … Lynette Ivimey 


