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We are up and running – 

   A grocery store with a difference! 

 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
To Colleagues and friends, Happy New Year.   
 

This is our first newsletter for the year and as such we also welcomes the new challenges for the 

New Year ahead for Hornsby Connect.   On our last day of trading in December we held a 

Christmas function whereby we were able to give out hampers to over a 100 needy families and 

individuals.   Our thanks here go to Sovereign Grace Church, Barker College, St Peter’s 

Anglican Church, Hornsby and Hornsby Community Church for their respective generosity in 

supplying these hampers.   They have made a HUGE difference to so many families who 

struggle each week to feed themselves.   We again had the support from the 'Friends of Mount 

Colah' (FOMC) who supplied toys to many children that we have on our database.   The FOMC 

are a wonderful group of citizens who are continuing to support Hornsby Connect.   Late last 

year we were able to add 'Second Bite' to our supplier list, which provides Hornsby Connect 

with a wide selection of frozen food predominantly from Coles. I also wish to acknowledge 

Woolworths who also helped out during the month of December leading to up to Christmas to 

fill in the gaps. 

 

Austral ia Day Celebrations – Hornsby Connect has had a very close relationship with The 

Lions Club of Hornsby over the years. Hornsby Lions provided seed money so that Hornsby 

Connect could start operations.  

 

Hornsby Lions are running the major entertainment on Australia Day at Westfield Shopping 

Centre around near the fountain. Hornsby Connect would like to invite you to support Hornsby 

Lions operate their BBQ on the day, so please turn up with a smile, a hat and sunscreen at 9:30 

am. Please see this week’s addition of the Bush Telegraph for further details. 

 

Hornsby Connect operates purely through the support of volunteers, without which we 

simply could not operate.  We are now in desperate need for more committed volunteers to 

assist in a variety of jobs and functions that enables Hornsby Connect to function from week to 

week.  If anyone knows someone that could spare some of your valuable time at Hornby 

Connect please come and see us...........you would be most welcome. 

Steve Hopwood 
 



 
EDITOR’S MESSAGE  
 
January is a hopeful time of year. Our goal at Hornsby Connect will always be about 
helping people put food on the table so they can deal with the other issues they’re 
facing in their lives. But we’re also collaborating with other welfare organisations — to 
help families with assistance. We are always humbled and grateful for the support we 
receive from you, as we tackle many issues among our community members.   
 

Lynette Ivimey 
 

The Bush Telegraph article on Hornsby Connect – Thursday, 18th January 2018 
 
A HAND UP FOR 
PEOPLE IN NEED ... 
Just before Christmas 
last year, Hornsby 
Connect distributed 
food hampers, toys and 
festive goodies to 
those in need from 
their headquarters in 
Burdett Street Hornsby.  
 

 
Julian Leeser MP joined the volunteers, led by Hornsby Connect President Steve 
Hopwood, and was overwhelmed by the community spirit of helping those doing it 
tough at Christmas. NOT JUST AT CHRISTMAS … Run by volunteers and dependent 
on community donations, Hornsby Connect hub is a low-cost Food Distribution Centre 
for those experiencing financial hardship providing bread, milk, groceries, fruit and 
vegies as well as offering a Café facility with free tea, coffee and cakes to enjoy with 
company.  
 
It operates every Wednesday between 2 – 3.30pm (except Public Holidays and 
Christmas/New Year week) at Hornsby Youth & Family Community Centre; corner 
Muriel & Burdett Streets, Hornsby (entry via Burdett Street gate).  
 
Steve Hopwood said, “The aim of Hornsby Connect is to provide support and hope to 
those that need it most within the community. Whether it be the elderly or the young, 
due to cultural separation, or people experiencing financial hardships, Hornsby 
Connect is open for you.” 
Feel free to contact us with any questions via info@hornsbyconnect.org.au or visit our 
Facebook page at facebook.com/Hornsby Connect Hornsby Connect is available to all 
Health Care Card and Pension Card holders.  
 

http://www.thebushtele.com.au/ 
 



Now, it is January and it’s that time of the year when many of us reassess our 
busy lives and think about what we want to accomplish or do to balance our 
lives. 
 
We are looking for volunteers who are able to assist with any of the following 
tasks, and/or who posses any of the skills listed below.  

 
Skills/Tasks 
 
Strategic planning skills 
Marketing skills 
Coaching/Mentoring ESL 
Public representation of the organisation 
 

Hornsby Connect help break through the barriers of 
loneliness and isolation that many living on the fringe of 

society suffer. 
 

URGENTLY REQUIRED: We need a roster for pick up of deliveries from 
Foodbank, which is a colossal task each week. We must be mindful that each volunteer 
is not always available, for we have lives outside Hornsby Connect. Therefore, 
“sharing the giving” is the optimum solution for smooth operation. 

 
Please go to our website for more information. 

 
Feel Good Feb (FGF) is having the intention and taking the time 

to make others feel good during February and beyond. Do 
a kind deed for a stranger,  
 

http://www.facebook.com/feelgoodfebruary 
 

 



                 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Coles Community Food with SecondBite is food rescue 
initiative whereby Coles has partnered with SecondBite 
since 2011 to donate fruit, vegetables, meat and bakery 
items, which do not meet their in-store quality standards, 
but are still safe and nutritious to eat. 

This is a national program with a local focus with 600 
supermarkets participating, enabling1200 local community 

groups around Australia access to fresh, surplus food that would otherwise go to 
waste.  Since the program launched in late 2011, Cole’s stores have provided the 
equivalent of more than 40 million healthy meals to people in need. 

 
We welcome Secondbite who came to the rescue at the end of last year when I put an 
urgent request out for help. I have been working with getting Secondbite on board. 
Unfortunately, we don’t fall within their catchment area and as a direct result 
Secondbite are unable to deliver to our door, which has put an extra workload on our 
volunteer drivers. 
 

NEW POINT SYSTEM – The System Works 

From 3rd January 2018 we have changed our points system 
to a simpler format. The coloured  
dots will be replaced by numbers … each number 
representing 50 cents.  
 
The new pricing chart will be: 20 points = $10.00  

 
The new “minimum spend” amount is now at $10.00 after which you will be able 
to access the Free fruit, vegetables, bread and miscellaneous items.  
 

Remember – All ideas are welcome! 

Remember – Volunteering is to be fun! 

Remember – A Hand Up For People In Need! 

We would have little to be excited about without you. 
   Keeping in touch … Lynette Ivimey 


